'Super fowl' breed created by The Star,
fowl' breedcreated'Sup
Bigger and better species achieved at Universiti Putra Malaysia
UNIVERSITIPutraMalaysiahascre-
atedanewbreedoffreerangechick-
en(ayamkampung)thatcouldlayup
to four timesmore eggs,reported
SinarHanan.
The breed- knownas the Akar
Putra- wasachievedbycross-breed-
ingafreerangechickenwithajungle
fowl (ayamhutan).
UPM CommunityTransformation
Centreresearchgrouphead'Associate
Prof Dr AzharKasimsaidthe Akar
PutracouldlaybetWeen.120and200
eggsa year,comparedwith 50eggs
byfreerangechicken.· .
"Theeggsarealsobigger,weigh-
ing60geachcomparedwiththe45g
forthatofthefreerangechicken.
"Italsohasanicebrownishshell,"
hesaidaddingthatthegrowthperi-
odforthenewbreedwasalsoshort-
er.
The breed- which lookeddiffer-
entfromthefreerangechickenwith
featherlessnecks,slenderlegsanda
longerbody- alsohad moreflesh
andbetterdefenceag~instdisease.
Dr Azhar said the breed came
aboutwhen a jungle fowl entered
theUPMcompoundandmatedwith
thechickensthere.
> Hanan Metro reportedthatthe
fatherofnationalfootballerMohamad
Aidil zafuanonlyknewthathisson
haddivorcedfromhis wife,actress
RitaRudaini,afterhearingthenews
overtheradio.
Abdul RadzakSalleh,64,saidhe
didnotexpecthebadnewstocome
justafewdaysbeforeHariRaya.
Hesaidhisson,wholivedinJohor
Baru,neverrelatedhismaritalprob-
lemsto his familyand only asked
about their welfareeachtime he
calledhome.
"Asanoldman,whowouldn'tfeel
compiled by LOH FOON FONG,
NG SI HOOI and A. RAMAN
sadhearingthenews?ButI believe:
thatAidil hashis awn reason,"he
said.
>BentaH(J[ian reportedthat the
high demandfor firecrackershad
drivensomeretailersandsuppliers
to openlyselltheitemsin Ramadan
bazaarsandgroceryshops.
Most of the firecrackerswere
smuggledin from Thailand and
China.
Happier times: Aidil's (right) father
only heard of his son's divorce with Rita
over the radio.
